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THE BROADSHEET 
No. 2 RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN MARCH, I93S 
Graphic representation 
of a mental image 
Scratchboard drawing 
by James Connelly 
Housing Display 
BY DVRWARD L. MADDOCKS 
The housing display which has been exhibited in the Rhode 
Island Hospital National Bank Building for the past two weeks 
was prepared by students in the Departments of Architecture 
and Interior Architecture of the Rhode Island School of De­
sign. The problem was undertaken at the request of the 
Chamber of Commerce to advertise the National Housing Act. 
The display consisted of a large model, constructed by the 
Architectural students, representing: (I) a run-down house, 
(2) the same house repaired, and (3) the house completely 
remodeled by an architect, as well as drawings of up-to-date 
houses by Walter Colvin, Ambrose Luoni, Arthur Medley, and 
John Champlin, illustrating examples of small houses for those 
who wish to build. The Interior Architectural students pre­
sented a set of drawings by Mary Lou Moulder, Barbara Earle, 
Beatrice Primiano, Robert Hart, Carolyn Bryer, and Rita 
Conroy, showing interiors of rooms before and after renovation 
and suggestions for two color schemes in wall paper and fabrics. 
In addition, a few samples of materials and tools to be used in 
interior and exterior renovation were contributed by local mer­
chants. The whole display was planned and arranged by Earl 
R. Mulcahey and Robert Adams of the Department of Interior 
Architecture. 
The construction of the houses and landscaping, which nor­
mally would take two months, was executed by the class in small 
house design of the Architectural Department in three weeks. 
There is no fixed rule in model making, one way being as 
effective as another, so that everyone's ideas were carefully 
considered. Louis Bouclin, Julius Bloom, Evald Elmer, Arthur 
Medley, Everett Storer, John Champlin, Charles Everett, Rob­
ert Fraser, Robert Morton and Lionel Pea body made the 
models co-operatively, each doing his share. The models of the 
houses were first drawn on paper, then cut out of cardboard 
and nailed to a wooden frame. All the joints were covered 
with cloth, then painted with a fine plaster solution and col­
ored with water-color. The run-down house was drab and 
shabby-looking, painted a dull green, which gave the effect of 
being "weathered" and neglected. The other two houses were 
white, the second giving evidence of competent repairing and 
renovating, and the third, completely remodeled, appearing to 
be perfectly adapted to modern needs. Even the old-fashioned 
barn, which stood at the rear of the run-down house, was trans­
formed into a garage, moved forward on the lot and painted 
white, harmonizing with the design of the remodeled house 
and forming a complete unit with it. 
The landscaping, though only a background for the three 
houses, was an important part of the project. In working upon 
this plxase of the model, the class was joined by Charles Dunn, 
four-year Architectural student. A sheet of celotex was painted 
green to simulate grass, and walks and streets were made of 
colored plaster of paris. The construction of realistic trees and 
shrubbery called upon the ingenuity of students in the use of 
sponges and wire. All details were carefully worked out, even 
to the miniature furniture displayed in the garden of the 
remodeled house. 
The whole enterprise represented a practical application of 
various class problems. 
I T E M S  O F  T H E  M O M E N T  
A  practical problem in interior decoration has 
been completed by William Levy, Barbara Earle, 
and Rita Conroy in decorating the show rooms 
of Frank Crook, Inc., of Pawtucket, for Wash­
ington's Birthday. The decorations were in the 
form of poster-murals in a colonial room. 
The Class "A," or senior architectural design 
students, of the Department of Architecture, 
have recently worked out the problem of re­
modeling the first floor of the Adams House, 
which is a part of the property owned by the 
Providence Art Club. The plan includes a public 
gallery and dining lounge in the rear of the 
building, and a large exhibition window at the 
front. 
Three students of the Mechanical Design De­
partment are working on drawings to be entered 
in a competition which will be held in Pitts­
burgh, March 15, by Charles H. Higgins, maker 
of Higgins' Drawing Inks. The contest is open 
to all drafting schools in the country. Prizes are 
to be awarded. 
Miss Dorothy Hackney, of the advertising de­
partment of Cladding's, spoke recently to the 
students in English 1612 on the requirements for 
a good fashion advertisement. She stressed 
clarity, brevity, and lively imaginative copy as 
essentials in all fashion writing. She suggested 
also that students particularly interested in this 
field gain experience by reporting fashions for a 
newspaper or small magazine. 
A  number of the Junior students in the Costume 
Department are contributing designs for various 
types of costumes to be worn at the forthcoming 
Undersea Ball to be given at the Providence Art 
Club. Dorothy Fales translates the transparency 
of the jellyfish In white cellophane, over a 
foundation of white satin. Jacqueline Cote has 
used cellophane and oilcloth to interpret the 
lobster in shades of vivid red. Floating streamers 
of marine colors add rhythm and enhance the 
undersea effect. 
Leah Cipolla is studying, as an individual 
project, the techniques of famous theatre de­
signers. Her study includes the work of such 
creative geniuses as Leon Bakst and Norman 
Bel Geddes. 
A new background to be used for mural painting 
by the Department of Drawing and Painting is 
now being constructed on the roof stairway of 
the Jewelry Building, directly beneath the sky­
light. 
Recently exhibited in the hall of the Main 
Building were twenty-four reproductions of 
photographs by Margaret Bourkc-White, show­
ing landscapes, industrial plants and types of 
people in Soviet Russia. 
In accordance with the custom of previous years, 
seniors in the Department of Interior Decoration 
are going out for a six or eight weeks' period of 
business training. Mary Lou Moulder will work 
in the firm of W. and J. Sloane in New York, 
while two other seniors will be employed in 
Providence—Earl Mulcahey at Mulligan's and 
Earl Davis at Fisher's. 
Exhibited in the classroom of Miss Grace Ripley 
is a batik panel, designed and executed by Wil­
liam Bcllin, a 15 year old student in the Junior 
School. The design, imbued with the true 
Javanese spirit, was carried out with the aid of 
a Javanese instrument for applying hot wax. The 
instrument was specially made for this purpose 
in the Jewelry Department. 
On February 22, Miss Grace Ripley attended the 
National Drama Conference held at Yale Uni­
versity. Each speaker made a plea for "pure 
creative art for America." 
The Advanced Modeling class, consisting of 
Jeanne MacDonald, Jane MacLaughrey, George 
Sermon, and Mario Di Benedetto, are now work­
ing on portrait busts, under the direction of Mrs. 
Mary Gale. 
Miss Adelaide Koch is the winner of the cover 
contest for the February issue of School Life, in 
a competition of fifteen students of the Graphic 
Arts Department. John S. Perry, Dorothy S. 
Greene, and Bessie Dearden received honorable 
mention. 
Casimir Michalczyk, Graphic Arts Freshman, is 
designing the illustrations for the Junior School 
and the Junior Summer School catalogues. There 
will be twenty-one drawings in all, showing 
students at work in various groups and classes. 
John S. Perry, Graphic Arts, has designed the 
layout for the cover and also a map to be used as 
frontispiece of the Junior School catalogue. 
A composition, "Father Vaillant," by Miss 
Frances Church, has been hung in the English 
Department offices. The drawing was made for 
Mr. Frederick Sisson's composition class. It was 
inspired by "Death Comes for the Archbishop," 
by Willa Cather, a novel read for Mr. William 
E. Wilson's English class. 
William Sullivan, Graphic Arts, is making 
drawings for the American Humorous Maga­
zine, Philadelphia. He recently made an adver­
tising illustration for the back page of the same 
magazine. 
The editorial staff of THE BROADSHEET is the entire school. Anyone who 
has an idea for a feature story (one feature will be printed in each issue) 
or an item of news will be welcomed in the English Department offices, 
third floor of the Design Building. Students who collected and wrote the 
material for this issue were: Jessie MacFadyen, Fabricated Design; Dur-
ward L. Maddocks, Architecture; Russell James, Mechanical Design; 
Constance Whitman, Costume Design; Carol Horrocks, Teacher Training; 
Olive Malm and Frances Church, Graphic Arts. 
